Sundrye ſtrange and inhumaine Murthers, 


lately committed. 


The firſt of a Father that hired a man to kill three of his children neere 
to Aſhford in Kent: 


The ſecond of maſter Page of Plymoth, murthered by the conſent of his 
owne wife: with the ſtrange diſcouerie of ſundrie other murthers. 
Whercin is deſcribed the odiouſneſſe of murther, 
with the vengeance which God infli- 
cteth on murtherers. 
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A declaration of the monſtrous crueltie of a Father 
that hired one to murther three of his 
owne children. 


almighty God pꝛonounced 
vppon the paricide Caine, 
when hee laide, Thou art 
curſcd from the earth, that 
hath opened her mouth to 
retceiue thy bꝛothers bloud 
from thyh nd. Se 4.ſhew- 
eth how odious murthe; is 
in his ſi ht. It therfoꝛe bes 
| houeth euerie one to haue 

a ſpecial care what actions 
wee commit, not ſeking to murther. thoſe that haue in 
ſome ſo2tc offended vs, but to leaue, as wee ought, the res 
uenge of all w2ongs vnto the Lo2d: foꝛ we may be aſſured 
we cannot deale colourablie with Ged, as Pilate thought 
to haue done when he pꝛonounced ſentence againſt his own 
conſcience, fo2 hee hauing at the impoꝛtunate ſute of the 
Jcwes pꝛonouned death vpon our ſauiour Chziſt, thought 
to haue waſhed au aie the facte with the walhing of his 
handes and his pzoteltation,in ſaying I am innocent of 
the bloude of this iuſt perſon , Whereby indeed he 
could not cleere himſelfe, but atcoꝛding to the ſaping of E⸗ 
raſmus. In murther the conſenter is as euill as the deed 
doocr. So Pilats couicience made him guiltie of Chꝛiſtes 
42 
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Cruell murthers 
death,fo2 which the wꝛath of Gad ſtill followed him: foꝛ af- 
ter that time Pilate in executing his office did nothing but 
that which was iniuſtice. And beeing thercok accuſed in 
Rome, he was by the Emperour Calieula banniſhed, and 
ent to Lions, the place (as ſome ſaie) of his birth, thꝛough 
griefe of which diſgrace, by the lufferance of God, he deſpe⸗ 
rately cw himſelfe, that hee might die by the hand of the 
moſt wickedſt perſon that liued. God lapd vnto Caine, The 
botce ofthy bꝛothers bloud crieth vnto me out of v ground. 
And lutarch docth deſcribe many ſtraunge diſcoueries of 
murthers, among which hee ſapth, that a monſtrous ſonne 
lle w his owne father, the act being ſo much againſt nature, 
as 19 man ſuſpected this gracelefſe childe fo2 the ſame, and 
yet in his owne conſcience hee ſawe millions of accuſcrs 
ſtanding befoꝛe h1:n.x readic(as he thought) to attach him 
fo! the ſame, inſomuch as vpon a date ſitting in a Tauerne 
with a companion of his, he ſodatniy thꝛuſt his ſwooꝛde vp 
into the chimney, andcried ont, ſaving, Ah you villaine 
ſwallomwes,quoth hee, leaue your babling and exclapming 
that J flew my father,o2 J will doe by you as J did by him. 
Vis companion hearing this his voluntarie accuſation, ſe⸗ 
cretlpbewzaved the matter to the magiſtrate, whereby the 
vngracious ſonne was ſoone appꝛehended, and executed ac⸗ 
coꝛding to his demerites. ; 
Moꝛrour and ieare alwapes accompanieth the murthe— 
rer, his obone tonſciente is to him a thouland witneſles, he 
ſtandeth in dꝛeade ok euerie buſh, beaſt and birde, he imagi⸗ 
neth that euerp thing diſcouereth his eil, and many times 
it falleth ont, that the ſillp creatures of the carth detecteth 
him. 

Oh what a ſtraunge and vnloked fo2 diſconerte was 
this, yet nothing Urange conſidering the hozrour of the fil⸗ 
thie fact. God ſeldome oꝛ neuer leaueth murther vnpuni⸗ 
ſhed, noꝛ will the marke of murther goe foꝛth of the mur⸗ 
thercrs weapon, neither can murther bee kept ſo cloſe, but 
that by one meancs oꝛ other the Lo2d will compel the mur⸗ 
therer to dilcouer and late open the truth vnto the woꝛlde, 

as 


lately committed. 
as by this lamentable accident following mamfeftlie aps 
peareth, 


NM the Zowne o2 Pariſh of Warhozne, within 
5 rkoure miles of Achfoꝛd market, being within the 
Countie of nent, dwelled one Lincolne, the vnna⸗ 
=vz==trail father of foure vnfoztunate childzen. This 
man being about fiftie pceres of age was a widower , and 
therefoꝛe became a ſufo2 to a widow not farre from thence, 
who bceing of ſome reaſonable wealth, refuſed to marrie 
with him, in reſpect of his great charge of childzen. Mher⸗ 
at, as it ſeemeth, the deuill entered ſo farre into his minde, 
that he taſt many wapes in his thought how to make them 
a waie, and returning home ſate downe in great heauineſſe 
by the fire ſide. TAhereupon he hauing a married man that 
w2ought with him in his houſe, demanded of him why hee 
was lo penſiue, who requiring him alſo to fit downe by the 
fire, toide him that he could not be merrie. Why(ſaydbs) 
howe comes it that you marrie not ſome honeſt woman to 
comfoꝛt pou, conſidering you haue wherewithall to hæpe 
her. Oh ſapde he(fetching a great ſigh) there is none wyll 
haue me, in refpect of my great charge of childꝛen, but, ſapd 
he, if I could make them awaie by ame meancs, J coulde 
marrie with a rich widowe . And thereuppon (as it was 
ſinte tonkeſſed) none being pꝛeſent but themſelues, the ſayd 
Lincolne perſwaded this labouring man to perfourme his 
requeſt, and to take this matter in hand, ſo ſhould he haue 
fo2tic ſhillings in monep and a good cowe foꝛ his panes. 
But the pooze man notwithſtanding he ſcemed at the fle ſt 
vnwilling, pct as he was poꝛe, ſo hes was couetous, and the 
hope of the money and the cowe ſo w2ought in his thought, 
that foꝛgetting God and ail godlynes, in the ende witheut 
anie greate delaie he conſented to the fact, andthe rather 
hee was induced thercunto, fo2 that this vnnaturall Fa- 
ther pꝛomiſed, that when the murther was committed, not 
to purſue oz make after him foz the ſame, and that if her 
A3 were 


Cruell murthers 
were compelled thereunto. pet woulde he deale in ſuch ſoꝛt, 
that he would let fall his ju e, rather than to take his oath, 
to ſaie he was the murtheret. Thus concluding betweene 
themſelues, the daie tame wherin the wicked act was per⸗ 
foꝛmed, which was vpon a ſaterdaie in Nouember laſt, on 
which moꝛning, the Father and all his childzen u ith the 
murtherer bꝛoke their faſt at home together. That done, 
olde Lincolne pzepared hin elfe to goe to Athfozd market, 
which he did, taking his eldeſt ſonne with him and the mur⸗ 
therer, they departed towards Aſhfoꝛde⸗ but in the waie the 
murtherer returned home againe to the th2e innocent chil⸗ 
dꝛen, whome he ſpeedily murthered, knocking them on the 
heads with a hatchet, and cutting all their thzoates, The 
father the better to colour his vnnaturall conſenting to the 
death of his owne chiloꝛen, bought thꝛce paire of new ſhoes 


fo: them, whom he knew ſhoulde bee murthered beroꝛe hee 


came home. and ſent his eldeſt ſonne home befoꝛe, beeing 
about fifteene pectes olde. ho could not get in at the dooꝛe 
which was barred on the inner ſide, ling bee heard none 
of the childꝛen ſlirring ſtaide there vntiil his fa her came, 
who ſecing no light, noꝛ hearing of the childꝛen, contrarie 
to his vſuall tuſtome, / pet might haue acne in on the backe 
fide) came to his nert neiabbours houſe, and p2ayed that 
me bodic would goe home with him to ſee what had hap⸗ 
pened. In concluſt:n he came home with compame, wi'o 
were eie witneſſes of this tragicall ſpectacle, fo: having 
entered the houſe, they found murthered twa pꝛetie bopes 
and a girle: which grieuous and vncrperted fight made the 
beholders to ſtand amazed, neuertꝭ eleſſe the harde hearted 
Father made no ſigne of ſoꝛrowe fo2 them, neither woulde 
he lecke meanes to purſue the murtherer, which by the res 
poꝛte of his neichbours ſeemed to bee his man, who onclie 
was ſcene about the houſe after his departure aud none clie. 
But this wzefched man commended him to bee a ver ie ho⸗ 
ne ſt felle v, and thereſoꝛe ſuppoſed his eldeſt ſonne fo bee 
the authoꝛ of this murther, and vpon him woulde Willinglie 
baue um poled the lane. 

The 
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ately committed. 

The next date following the Father woulde ſecke no 
meanes to burie the childzen, no2 that the crowner ſhould 
view them, but ſuffered them moſt vVanaturallie to lie a⸗ 
boue the ground fo2 the {pace of th2e& daies, vntill a Gentle - 
woman named miſkres Welt came and repꝛooued him of 
his vnnaturall dealings towardes them, which done, hee 
digged a hole in the houſe about two foote deepe, and lapde 
them in it, but by reaſon of ſpꝛings in the ground, the water 
iſſued into the pit, and therby ſoaked the childzens wounds 
and hodie, and made them verie cleere and white. Mithin 
ſtue dapes after the Crowner came thether, bee ing pꝛocured 
thereunto, and founde the childzen couered with a lyttle 
earth and a booꝛd ouer them, whome he cauſed to bee taken 
vp. This was the eight daie after the murther was com- 
mitted, in which time the murtherer was appꝛehended and 
accuſcd thereof, but he vtterly denied the kad. But beeing 
bꝛought befoꝛe the dead bodies of the childꝛen, the Father 
being there alſo, the woundes began to bleede afroſh, which 
when the Crowner ſawe, hee commanded the partie appꝛe⸗ 
hended to looke vpon the childꝛen, which hee did, and called 
them by their names, whercvppon, behold the wonderfull 
wozkcs of God, foꝛ the fact beeing ſtill denied, the bodies of 
the childꝛen, which ſeemed white like vnto ſoaked fleſh laid 
in water, ſodainlp receiued their fozmer toulour of bloude, 
and had ſuch a liuelp countenance fluſhing in thepꝛ faces, 
as if they had beene liuing creatures lying aſlepe, wt ich 
in deede bluſhed on the murtherers when they wanted 
grace to bluſh and bee aſhamed of thepꝛ owne wickedneſſe. 
Which wonderfull miracle cauſed the murtherer there 
p:eſent not onely to confelle and acknowledge hiniſelfe gil - 
tie of that damnable derde, but alſo to accuſe the Father of 
the childꝛen as pꝛincipal pꝛocurer of their vntimely deaths. 
Woherevpon they were both ſent pꝛiſoners to Canterbury, 
where they remained vntill the laſt Aſſizes holden at Se⸗ 
nocke in Kent eightene miles from London, where they 
were araigned and condemned to die fo2 the ſame, fo that 


vpon the ſeauen and twentith daie of Febzuarie laſt — 
they 


Cruell murthers 
they ſvere both execm:dnere to Aſhfo2d, where the father 
of the thildꝛen confeſſed himſclf giltie of þ murthcr, hauing 
befoꝛe denied it euen till the houre of death. Whereby ay, 
peareth that his owne conſcience was overcharged with 
this foule and odious offence, and therſoꝛe would not ſuffer 
it to be concealed, 

Thus map you ſ& how murtherers are oterfalien, and 
their actions opened by themſclues, vea if there were no buy 
dy to accuſe the murtherer, the murthered coarſe wold giue 
euidence againſt him. It hath bene a meane appointed by 
the Loꝛd to diſcerne the murtherer, that when hee appꝛo⸗ 
ched, the dead carkaſſe would at ſome iſſue oꝛ other blade: 
many haue by this miraculous wozke of the Loꝛd bene diſ⸗ 
couered, when the p2oofe hath bene onely bare ſulpition. 
This example inſuing is much to that purpoſe, 

Vere was not long ſince at Appingham in Ruflande- 

ſhire, a ſhoomaker that had murthered a pong man, who 
was buried, and the murtherer litle ſuſpectted ſoꝛ the ſame: 
neuertheles vpon bare ſuſpition he was appꝛehended, and 
the dead coarſe digged bp againe , befoze whome this ſho⸗ 
maker was bꝛought, vppon whoſe appꝛoche the murthered 
coarſe not only bled, but with one of his cies ſtanding wide 
open, he ſtared vpon the ſtomaker that murthered him. 
The ſtanders by wonderfally amazed thereat, remoued the 
ſhomaker, and pꝛeſently the eie cloled vp, and being bꝛougbt 
agatne,the coarſe with his eie wide open, ſtared bppon him 
as beſoꝛe, as who wold ſaie, this is the murtherer, ſtap him. 
my bloud aſketh foꝛ vengeance. J haue here publiſhed this 
matter vpon ſuch due pꝛofe as cannot be repꝛoued, it is not 
vet long ſince the murtherer was executed at Dukam inthe 
foꝛeſapd Countie. An example of great terrour to ſuch as 
delight in bloud. But what map examples pꝛeuaile where 
grace and the feare of Tod is wanting, as appearcth by the 
{equele. | 

Df late there was dwelling in Saliſburic a young dam⸗ 
ſell named Alice Shepheard, who being with childe, and pet 
neuer maried, wold ſweare when ſhe was charged _—_— 
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lately committed, 


that it was moſt vntrue: but the time comming on wh# 
the ſhould be deliuered, ſhe was conſtrained to rencale 
the trueth to her Pother and Grandmother, who pꝛe⸗ 
fently fetched a Mydwife, making none other acquain⸗ 
ted therwith, neither did ſhe after her comming ſtape ve⸗ 
ry long, befo2e this maid was deliuered of a man childe, 
whoſe neck they pꝛeſently bꝛoke and ſecretly buried it in 
the Thurchyard, thinking therby to eſcape woꝛldlpe pu⸗ 
nichment: not fearing the wꝛath of God foz their wilfull 
murder, noz conſidering that he ſaw the ſecrets of their 
barts,noz that he would not ſuffer innocent blond ſhed to 
goe vnpuniched. But now ſe the will and wonderfull 
wozk of almighty Ood to reueale this moſt wicked ac. 
It happened a dog came ouer the place where the childe 
lay buried, and hauing found the ſcnt of the lleſhe, he ne⸗ 
ner reſted vntill he had with his fete ſtraped it vp out of 
the ground: leauing it bare aboue the earth, whereby it 
ſeemeth that t hey buried it but very ſhallowe, and was 
fearfull to be eſpied.leaſt the fac ſhould thereby be diſco- 
nered, Now when the dog had laide woe to the eye of 
eche paſſenger, it happened that one Hugh Mawdes' of 
Saliſbury comming by, chaunced to ſppe the ſame, and 
was greatly amazed to ſ& ſo grevous a ſight, who pꝛe⸗ 
ſently went and tolde the maiſters ofthe parriſhe what 
be had ſeen, whervpon they came to behold this greuons 
ſight, which they perteiued was but new boꝛn, and ther⸗ 
foze concluded that it was the childe of ſome ſirumpet, 
and that ſhe had murdered it, and then buried it in that 
ſhallowe place, which don it was conuaped into our Las 
dy church in Saliſbury, where all the cheefe of the towne 
came in and gaue their cenſures fo2 finding out the vn⸗ 
naturall mother andmurderer therok. 

Among whom miſtris Shepheards daughter was no- 
minated and greatly ſuſpected foz the ſame:notwithſtan⸗ 
ding, vpon this bare ſuſpition, the ſuſpected perſon with 
ber Mother, Grandmother and Pidwife was ſent — 

B. who 
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who being examined befoze a Juſtice, conleſſed that the 
ſaid childe was fill bozne, and that therfoze they pꝛiuilp 
buried it in that (ozt; wherupon the Juſtice cauſed them 
to be ſwoꝛne vpon a boke that they had ſaid nothing but 
the trueth, which they ſeuerally did. But herr God ſhew⸗ 
ed a miracle befoze them all, foꝛ they hauing taken their 
othes befoze the Juſtice, thep were diſcharged and ſent 
a wap, not meaning to deale any further therin. 

But the Pidwiſe being touched in conſcience with 
her othe which ſhe had then newe taken, going fozth of 
the Juſtices does, ſuddenlp fetcht a great ſigh and ſaid: 
Oh what a wicked woman am Ito ſweare that p childe 
was ſtill bone, when in troth it was bozne altne : which 
woꝛds being ouer hard by one of the Juſtices ſeruants, 
thep were all called in againe: where they were charged 
with the murdering of the ſaid childe, which after a faint 
deniall,they generally confeſſed, Then were they com⸗ 
mitted to pꝛiſon vntil the laſt aſſiſes, where they recciued 
the dome of tadgement by death, which of duetpe they 
had deſerned fo2 ſo wicked a derde Thus we ſe& that al⸗ 
though God ſuffer the murderer to eſcape foz a time, yet 

doth he followe them with ſo ſharpe reuenge,as either 
they deſperatlpe ſlay themſelnes, oꝛ reape ſuch 
ſhame as the wozlde may be ſatiſfied, 
that God hath dealt iwwſtlye 
with them, 
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eA true diſcourſe of a cruel and inhu- 


maine murder, committed ypon M. Padge 
of plymouth, the 11. day of February laſt, 1 591, 
by the conſent of his owne wife,and 
ſundry other. 


15 the Zowne of Teſtock io. miles oꝛ therabouts from 
Plimouth, there dwelled one P. Glanfeeld, aman of 
as god wealth and account, as any occupier in that Cun⸗ 
trie. This P. Glanfeeld fauoured a pong man named 
George Strangwich, who was of ſuch great credit with 
him, that he turned ouer al his wares, ſhop and dealings 
into his handes: and toke ſo god liking of him being a 
pꝛoper pong man, that it was ſuppoſed he ſhould haue 
had his daughter in mariage, and the rather fo2 that he 
had learned the full perfedion & knowledge of his trade 
in London, in the ſeruite of a woꝛzſhipfull Cittizen called 
M. Po well in Bꝛed⸗ſtræt, and grew fo painfull, and ſ&- 
med ſo god a huſband as the ſaid M. Glanfeelds Daugh⸗ 
ter did wholye reſolue that the ſaide Strangwidge ſhould 
be her huſband and no other: whereto in troth her pas 
rentes neuer did condeſcend. But Sathan who is the 
authoz ofenill, crept ſo farre into the dealinges of theſe 
perſons, that he pꝛocured the parents to millike of Stran- 
govidge, and to perſwade their Daughter to refraine his 
companpe, ſhewing her that they had found out a moze 
meter match foꝛ her, and mocioned vnto hir that if was 
their pleaſures (hee ſhould marrpe one P. Padge of 
Plimouth, who was a widdower, and one of the che&feff 
inhabitants of that towne, and by reaſon that the ſayde 
M. Glanfeeld did mean fo abide at Plimouth,he thought 
it a moꝛe ſufficient matche to marrpe her in Plimouth, 
where ſhe might be hard by him, then to marrpe her to 
Strang widge who dwelt farre from him: In the end luch 
was the ſucceſſe, that although ſhe had ſetled her affecti- 
on altogither vpon Strangwidge, pet thꝛough the per⸗ 
ſwaſion of her freendes though ſoze againſt her _ the 
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was married fo :Padge of Plimouth,notwithffanding 
that ſhe had pꝛoteſted neuer to loue y man with her hart, 
noꝛ neuer to remoue her affedion ſetled vpon the ſaide 
Stranguidge, which ſhe perkourmed as the ſequell ma⸗ 
keth manifeſt: foz this miſtris Padge had acceſſe to 
Stranguidge and he to her at his comming to Plimoth: 
wherby the diuell ſo wzought in the harts of them both, 
that they pzaciſed dape andnight how to bꝛing her hul⸗ 
band to his end. And thervpon the (aid miſtris Padge as 
appereth ſince by her own confeſſion, did within p ſpace 
of one yere and leſſe, attempt ſundzy times to poiſon her 
buſband,fo2 it was not fall a pœre, but that ſhe had pꝛo⸗ 
cured him to be murthered, as you ſhal hear immediatly. 
But God who pꝛeſerueth many perſons from ſuch per - 
rils anddangers,defended ſtil yſaid Þ. Padge from the 
ſecret ſnares + pꝛadiſes of pꝛeſent death, which his, wife 
had laid foz him, vet not without great hurt vnto his bo⸗ 
dy,fo2 ſtill the poiſon wanted fo2ce to kil him, ſo wonders 
fully did almighty God wozke foz him, yet was he come 
pelled to vomit blod and much cozruption, which doubts 
les in the end would haue killed him, and that ſhoztlye, 
But to pꝛoſecute and that with great ſped to perfourm 
this wicked +4 inhumain aa, the ſaide miſtris Padge and 
Strangwidge emitted no oppoztunitie : they wanted no 
meanes no2 frends to perfoꝛme it fo2 their mony, wher⸗ 
of they had god ſtoꝛe, and moze then they knewe how to 
implop,crcept it had beene to better vſes : foz ſhe on the 
one ſide pꝛadiſed with one of her ſeruants named Robert 
Pꝛiddis, whom as ſhe thought nothing would moze ſw⸗ 
ner make him pꝛetend the murdering of his maiſter the 
ſiluer and gold, wherwith ſhe ſo coꝛrupted him, with pꝛo⸗ 
miſe ot ſeauenſtoʒe pounds moze,that he ſolemnly vnder⸗ 
tek and vowed to perfozme the taſk to her tontentment. 
On the other ſide Strangwidg hired one Tom Stone 
to be an adoꝛ in this tragicall adion, and pꝛomiſed him a 
great ſumme of mony foꝛ perfourming the ſame, who by 
a ſolemne 


Kere QG@NMWwe a 1 © © 


ä aw wh ans gw mus 


We 


wing oi. DA. Ae 3 Ao On. © 


_ BM... 4 => * 


lately committed. 


a ſolemne vow had graunted the effecting therot, though 
to the hazard of his own life. 
Chele two inſtruements wickedly pzepared themlelues 
to effec this deſperate and villanous derd vpon the 11. ok 
Feb2uary being wedneſdap,on which night following 5 
act was committed, vut it is to be remembzed that this 
milkris Padge lay not then with her huſband, by reaſon 
of the vntimelp birth of a child wherot the was newlp de⸗ 
liuered, the ſame being dead bozne:vpon which cauſe,ſhe 
then kept her chamber,hauing befoꝛe ſwoꝛn p ſhe would 
neuer beare child of his getting p ſhould pꝛoſper: which 
argued a molt vngodlye minde in the woman, foꝛ in that 
ſozt ſhe had been the death of two of her own chiidzen. 
About ten of the clock at night M. Padge being in his 
bed lumb2ing,coald not happen vpon a ſound llæpe, and 
{ying muſing to him ſelfe, Tom Stone came ſoftlye and 
knocked at p doꝛe, whervpon Pꝛiddis his conpanton did 
let him in who was made p2tuic to this derd, and by reſon 
that miſtris Padge gaue the ſtraight charge to diſpatche 
it that night whatſoeuer tame of it, they dzew towardes 
the bed, intending immediatly to go about it, P. Padge 
being not a llæp as is afo2 ſaid, aſked who came in, wher⸗ 
at Pꝛiddis lcapt vpon his maiſter being in his bed, who 
rouſed himſelf and got out vpon his fete, had been hard 
enough foꝛ his man, but that Stone flew vpon him being 
naked, and ſuddenlye tripped him, ſo that he fell to the 
ground: wher vpon both of them fell vpon him and toke 
the kercher from his head, and knitting the lame about 
his neck, they immediatlp ſtifled ham: And as it apporeth 
euen in d anguiſh of death, the ſaid M. Padge greatly las 
boured to pul p kercher from about his neck, by reaſon of 
the marks t ſuratches which he had made with his nailes 
vpon his thꝛoat, but therw he could not pꝛeuaile, foꝛ they 
would not let flip their hold vntil he was full dead. L his 
don, thep laid him ouerthwart y bed, and againſt the bed 
ſide bzoke his neck, and when thep tawe he was lurclpe 
dead, they ſtretched him and lapde him in his bed again, 
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ſpꝛeading the clothes in ozdinary ſozf, as though no ſuch 
act had bene attempted, but that he had died on Gods 
band. 

Mherupon Pꝛidis immediatly went to Piſtris Pa- 
ges Chamber and tolde her that all was diſpatcht: and 
about one hower after he came againe to his Piſtris 
chamber doꝛe and called alowd, miſtreſſe quoth he, let 
ſome body lok into my Maiſters chamber, me thinkes J 
heare him grone, with that ſhe called her maide, who 
was not pꝛiuie to any thing, and bad her light a Candle, 
wherevpon the ſlipt on her petticote and went thether 
likewiſe, ſending her maid firit into the chamber, where 
ſhe her ſelle ſtode at the doze, as one whole conſcience 
would not permit her to come and beholde the deteſtable 
derd which ſhe had pꝛocured 

The maid ſimply felt on her Paiſters fate, and found 
him colde and ſtiffe and ſo tolde her miſtreſſe, wherat the 
bad the maide to warme a cloth and wꝛap it about his 
frete, which ſhe did, and when ſhe felte his legges, they 
were as colde as clape: wherat the cried out laping, her 
maiſter was dead. 

Ahervpon her miſtris got her to bed, and cauſed her 
man Pꝛidis to goe call her Father P. Glanfeeld, then 
dwelling at Plimouth, and (ent foz one of her huſbands 
filkers likewiſe, willing her to make haſte if euer (he 
would ſc her bꝛother aliue,fo2 he was taken with the di⸗ 
ſeaſe called the Pull as they tearme it in that Country: 
theſe perſons being ſent foꝛ, they tame immediatlp, wher 
at miſtris Padge aroſe, in counterfeit nianer ſounded, 
whereby there was no ſuſpition a long time concerning 
any murder perfourmed vpon him, vntill miſtris Harris 
his ſiſter ſpied blood about his boſome, which he had with 
his nailes pꝛocured by ſcratching foz the Bercher when 
it was about his thzoate : then they moued his head, and 
faund his neck bzoken, x on both his knees the ſkin was 
beaten off, by ſtriuing with them to laue his life. 
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Miſtris Harris herrevpon perceiuing how hee was 
made away, went to the Paioꝛ and the wozſhipfull of 
the towne, deſiring them of Juſtice, and intreated them 
to come and beholde this lamentable ſpectackle, which 
they immediatlye perfourmed, and by ſearching him, 
found that he was murdered the ſame night. 

Upon this the Maioz committed Peiddis fo pꝛiſon, 
who being examined, did impeach Tom Stone, ſhewing 
that he was achefe aco2 in the ſame: this Thomas 
Stone was married vpon the next dape after the mur⸗ 
ther was committed, and being in the midſt of his iolle⸗ 
ty, ſuddenly he was attached and committed to pꝛiſon, 
to beare his fellow company. 

Thus did the Lo2d vnfold this wꝛetched ded, wheres 
by immediatly the ſaid miſtris Padge was attached vs 
pon the murther: £4 examined befoze Sir Frauncis Drake 
night, with the Maioz and other maieſtrates of Pli- 
mouth, who denied not the lame, but ſaid ſhe had rather 
dye with Strang widge, then to liue with Padge. 

At the ſame time alſo the ſaidGeo2ge Strangwidge 
was newly come to Plimouth, being very heauy e doubt 
full, by reaſon he had giuen conſent to the ſaide murder: 
who being then in company w ſome of London, was ap⸗ 
pꝛehended, and called befo2e the Juſtices fo2 the ſame, 
whervpon at his comming befoze them, he confeſſed the 
fruety of all: and offered to pꝛoue that he had witten a 
Letter to Plimouth befoze his comming thether, that at 
any hand they ſhould not perfourme the ad: nenertheles 
M. Badge was murdered befoze the coinming of this 
Letter, and therefoze he was ſent to pꝛiſon with the reſt 
vntoErceter :+ at the aſſiſes holden this laſt Lent, the 
ſaid Gozge Stranguidge, Piſtris Padge, Pꝛiddis, and 
Tom Stone, werecondemned and adiudged to dye foz 
the ſaide fad, and were all executed accozdinglye vpon 
Satterdaye being the twentith dap of Februarye lat, 
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V the ſame night x thꝛe nights after, there was 
ſen an valy thing fozmed like a Beare, whoſe epes 
were as it had been fier,bearing about him a linnen cloth 
repꝛeſenting the inſtruement wherewith the ſaide M. 
Padge was murdered. 

Alſo in Plimouth the ſame werke in the p2cſence of 
ſundzy honeſt perſons, was viſibly ſane a Rauen, which 
did alight vpon the head of a Ships maſt, ſunk at the end 
of the towne: this Rauen ſtanding vpon the top of the 
maine maſt, did with her talents pluck vp certaine rope 
parnes that hung downe from the head of the maſt, and 
faſtned them about her necke, and often turnde them a⸗ 
bout her neck with all her foꝛte, which done, ſhe plunged 
ber ſelfe right down,clapping her wings cloſe to her bo⸗ 
dp, and neuer left vntill ſhe had hanged herſelf, 

Now the ſhip was all this while a ground, lping with 
her ſterne to the ſhoꝛe, and ſuddainly the ſaid ſhip turned 
her ſelfe round, and bzought her ſtem where earſte her 
ſterne did le, all which are ſtrange, vet is the ſame ſa 
true, as it cannot be diſpꝛoued, being tuſtified by thoſe 
that ſaw the ſame, 

The Lo2d bleſſe vs, and gine all other grace to bee 
warned by theſe examples and inhumaine actions befoze 
recited : that we may auoid the danger of ſhedding ol in⸗ 
nocent blod,and feare the iudgement of God which con- 
tinually followeth wilfull murderers, Eternal God pꝛe⸗ 
ſerne this little Jland,bleſſe the QNueenes Paieſlie, and 
her honourable counſell, turn thy wzath awape from vs 
O Loꝛd, and poure downe thy bleſſinges vpen her bigh- 
nes, that ſhe our Moyſes, mape long liue to holde vp the 
Tables of the Law in her gratious handes, and that we 
may ſ&k continually to pleaſe her in ſuch due ſoꝛt, as ſhe 
may haue no iuſt cauſe to thzow them down, which God 
graunt foz his mercie To 


